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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 145064 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR.UK 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - CUSTOMS EXEMPTION FOR GROUND-HANDLING 
EQUIPMENT 

REF: STATE 126703 

1 . A. CLARIFICATION REGARDING PARA 5 REFTEL: ARTICLE 38 OF 
THE CHICAGO CONVENTION REQUIRES "ANY STATE WHICH FINDS IT 
IMPRACTICABLE TO COMPLY IN ALL RESPECTS WITH ANY SUCH 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARD OR PROCEDURE, OR TO BRING ITS OWN 
REGULATIONS OR PRACTICES INTO FULL ACCORD WITH ANY 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARD OR PROCEDURE AFTER AMENDMENT OF THE 
LATTER.OR WHICH DEEMS IT NECESSARY TO ADOPT REGULATIONS OR 
PRACTICES DIFFERING IN ANY PARTICULAR RESPECT FROM THOSE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ESTABLISHED BY AN INTERNATIONAL STANDARD, SHALL GIVE 
IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION TO THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION 
ORGANIZATION OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ITS OWN PRACTICES 
AND THAT ESTABLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARD." THE 
ICAO PRACTICE, HOWEVER, IS NOT TO REQUIRE NOTIFICATION OF 
DIFFERENCES ON RECOMMENDED PRACTICES SUCH AS PARA 4.39 OF 
ICAO ANNEX 9. STATES MAY FILE DIFFERENCES ON RECOMMENDED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


PRACTICES BUT ARE NOT REQUIRED TO DO SO. 

B. TRET. AND IS NOT INCLUDED IN LATEST ICAO COMPILATION 
AMONG THOSE FILING DIFFERENCES ON PARA 4.39. 

2. WHILE CASE IS OBVIOUSLY LESS STRONG THAN IF PARA 4.39 
WERE AN INTERNATIONAL STANDARD, DELEGATION CAN STILL ARGUE 
THAT UK AND OTHER EEC COUNTRIES CHARGING CUSTOMS DUTY FOR 
GROUND HANDLING EQUIPMENT ARE OUT-OF-STEP WITH INTERNATION 
AL SENTIMENT AS EXPRESSED BY RECOMMENDED PRACTICE. ARTICLE 
37 OF CHICAGO CLEARLY PROVIDES THAT "EACH CONTRACTING 
STATE UNDERTAKES TO COLLABORATE IN SECURING THE HIGHEST 

PRACTICABLE DEGREE OF UNIFORMITY IN ALL MATTERS IN 

WHICH SUCH UNIFORMITY WILL FACILITATE AND IMPROVE AIR 
NAVIGATION." CUSTOMS PROCEDURES ARE SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED. VANCE 
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